
Mentoring Programme for Secondary School Students

The Bishops’ High School and the Bishops’ High School Old Students’ Association collaborated on the development of a mentoring project for students of the school during the 2002-2003 academic year.  They found the project useful to the students, their parents/guardians and the school and are instituting a programme for first form students.  The two institutions are sharing the model with another secondary school, Tutorial High School and its Old Students’ Association, during the academic year, 2005-2006.  At the end of the year, they will share the model with other schools and their Old Students’ Association to give others the opportunity to reap similar benefits.

Who is involved?

The programme will involve current students, former students, parents/guardians, teachers, a Staff Liaison and a Programme Coordinator.
What does the programme offer?

A current student (mentee) is paired with a former student (mentor).  The mentor meets the mentee and his/her parent/guardian to introduce themselves.  The mentor interacts with the mentee, engaging in discussions on a wide range of issues, particularly those in which the mentee is interested.  The mentor may also expose the mentee to activities such as concerts, exhibitions or visits to restaurants.

Mentors and mentees may communicate in person, by telephone or by email.

What is the role of the parent/guardian?

The parent/guardian gives permission for the student to participate in the programme.  He/she discusses the activities with the mentor and mentee and gains feedback from as well as gives feedback to the mentor and mentee on progress in the mentoring relationship.  He/she should provide support to the mentee, refraining from restricting participation in programme activities as a form of punishment.

The parent/guardian must also agree to attend programme meetings and workshops on adolescent development and other issues of interest.

What if there are concerns?

The parent/guardian should contact the mentor, the Programme Coordinator or the Staff Liaison with respect to issues of concern as well as observations on the impact of the mentoring relationship.

How do you become involved?

The parent/guardian should return a completed application form to the school.  When a student is selected to participate in the programme, he/she as well as his/her parent/guardian must complete an agreement form.
How will mentees be selected?
A maximum of 30 students, 10 from each first form, will be selected to participate in face-to-face mentoring.  They will be randomly selected from the group of students whose parents/guardians complete and return the application form by the date given.

Other students will be assigned ementors who may or may not reside in Guyana.  The number of students will be determined by the number of ementors available.

What will happen to students who do not have mentors?
All students will have the opportunity to participate in workshops during the year.  It is quite likely that those students assigned mentors will share their experiences and new perspectives with other students. 

Application Form
Name of School

Name of Student

Address

Form

Name of Parent/Guardian

Address (if different from student’s)

Telephone:
(H)  ________________
(O)
______________

First Preference of Type of Mentoring
Face-to-face
___
Email
___

What else to included?
August 24, 2005


